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great merit and so great a service, whereby God was well served,
honour, glory and praise were added to the king and his royal
crown, and to the heirs and successors thereof, and great good
and considerable profit resulted to his kingdoms and lordships
and to the vassals and naturals of them for all time1.

KING JOHN II BUILDS A FORT IN SIERRA LEONE*.

... Item. Six leagues beyond the Rio de Case [Mellakori
river] are some red cliffs, which adjoin the sea and the beautiful
Serra Lyoa, and they extend for three leagues or more;... Near
those red cliffs, where they adjoin Serra Lyoa, is a river called
Bintonbo3, from which shallows of sand extend a league or more
into the sea and at low tide many islets of sand appear above the
water. Two leagues above the mouth of the Rio de Bitonbo is a
village called Tanguarim, of about 200 inhabitants; three leagues
farther up the most serene King John II ordered a fortress to be
built, and later for certain reasons he ordered it to be pulled
down.

6, THE DISCOVERY OF THE KINGDOM OF BENIN4.
In this year [1486], the land of Beny beyond Myna to the
Rios dos Escravos was first discovered by Joham Affom da
Aveiro, who died there; whence there came to these kingdoms
the first pepper from Guinee, whereof a great quantity was pro-
duced in that land; and presently samples of it were sent to
Framdes [Flanders] and to other parts, and soon it fetched a
great price and was held in high esteem. The king of Beny sent
1 There is a striking resemblance between passages in this account of the
foundation of the castle and passages in that given in the Asia, dec, I, bk. 3,
chs. i, 2. Barros, of course, used Pina. But probably both writers drew upon
sources now lost. Pina states that, after the castle had been finished, d'Azam-
buja sent to Portugal 'a long account of everything that had occurred and
happened, which he commanded to be given to the king*. In other words, he
sent John II a written report. It must have been largely from the contents of
this report that Pina compiled his chapter.
2 Emeraldo, bk. i, ch. 33. Extract. Kimble's translation.
3 R. Sierra Leone, really an arm of the sea.
4 Pina, ch. 34. Translated.